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The Butler Public Library Board of Trustees Minutes 
January 15, 2026 

 

 

Meeting called to order: at 6:05pm by Janet Kern. 

The required posting was made in compliance with the Open Public Meeting’s Act. 

Roll Call: 

Present: Janet Kern, Maryanne Hansich, Helene Donargo Tori Karpinecz  

Excused:   

Unexcused:  Louis Coiro, Ryan Martinez   

Library Staff Attendance: Arlene Walk 

Public Attendance:  none 

President’s Comments: 

• Trustees reviewed the minutes from December 2025. 

Minutes:  Tori Karpinecz motioned and Helene Donargo seconded the motion to approve 

the December 4, 2025 minutes as submitted.  The Board voted unanimously to approve the 

motion. 

 

Director’s Report: 

 

• Children’s/attendance good  

o We’ve had many successful programs this past month including the Santa visit on 

December 2nd.  About 65 people were able to meet Santa and take pictures. 

o We ran a coloring program for the month.  Adults and children took a Polar Express 

coloring page.  Once it was returned, the participant got a Polar Express bell.  We also 

showed the Polar Express movie on Friday 12/19. 

o The Toys for Tots donations were successful.  We had over 120 donations during the 

program.    Thank you to Janet Kern, Maryann and Bill Hanisch for bringing the bags of 

toys to the Butler Museum for the train pickup. 

o Check the website for upcoming events, scavenger hunts, and craft programs. 

 

• Adults/attendance good 

o ESL classes began again on January 12th.  No registration needed.   

o Chair yoga will begin again on January 12th.  Sign-ups are going on now!  

o In addition, there are also book clubs, Canasta, Nutrition classes, and adult crafts.  Check 

the website! 
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• Thank you to the DPW for moving the cabinets in and out of the children’s room for the new 

floor installation.  Be sure to go and look at the new floor!   

• Our next Board meeting is on Thursday, February 5th, at 6PM. 

• The next Board meeting will be on Thursday, February 5, 2026 at 6PM.   

Maryanne Hansich Tori Karpinecz motioned and seconded the motion to approve the 

Director’s Report as submitted.  The Board voted unanimously to approve the motion. 

 

Treasurer's Report 

 

Bills paid on December 5, 2025 

Check #1662 Jennifer Caputo – petty cash $91.06 

              1663 Borough of Butler   $25,964.56 

              1664 Borough of Butler Asbestos   $2,000.00 

Balances 

Provident Bank  $290,533.23 
NJCMF  $11,599.88  Interest rate = 3.69%  (-0.23%) 

    Bills to Pay: 

• Petty Cash Reimbursement $319.63 

• Borough:  14,639.93 

• Asbestos Abatement:  $2,000.00 

• Borough Fees for Services:  $47,500.00 

 

The Board reviewed the Treasurer’s Report.  Maryanne Hansich motioned and Helene 

Donargo seconded the motion to approve the Treasurer’s report.  Janet Kern conducted a 

roll call on the motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and Janet Kern, Helene Donargo, 

Maryanne Hanisch, and Tori Karpinecz voted yes on the motion. 

 

Bills to Pay   

• Petty Cash Reimbursement:  $91.06 

• Borough:  $25,964.56 

• Borough (asbestos abatement):  $2,000.00 
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• Borough Fees for Services:  $47,500.00 

 

Janet Kern conducted a roll call on the motion to approve the Bills to Pay.  Maryanne 

Hanisch, Janet Kern, Helene Donargo (via email), Louis Coiro (via email) and Tori Karpinecz 

voted yes on the motion.     

 

Old Business  

 

New Business   

• Margaret, Lisa, Arlene, Jenn, & Karalyn request the yearly 4% raise. 

• Jeannette, Annette, Valerie, & Donna request a raise to the minimum wage $15.92. 

• Deposited Cash Box and Coin Box revenues:  

i. Circulation Cash Box:  $277.10 

ii. Coin Box:   $35.60 

• Trustee Membership Renewal:  $100.00:  Update Information 

• Borough information:  We can no longer have a Library Board Meeting early in January of 

each year from now on as per Melissa Berger. 

 

Janet Kern asked for a motion to approve the raises and Trustees’ Renewal.  Maryanne 

Hanisch motioned and Helene Donargo seconded the motion to approve the New Business.   

Janet Kern conducted a roll call on the motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and Janet 

Kern, Helene Donargo, Maryanne Hanisch, and Tori Karpinecz voted yes on the motion. 

 

  

 

Public Comments  

 

 

Adjournment: 

Janet Kern asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Tori Karpinecz motioned and Helene 

Donargo seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting. The Board approved adjourning the 

meeting. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:27PM.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Arlene Walk (Attending Staff Butler Library)  


